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	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91040 version 3
Conduct a social inquiry

	Resource title: Social Networking

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 3

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-91040-02-4603

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Social Studies 91040: Conduct a social inquiry
Resource reference: Social Studies 1.2A v3
Resource title: Social Networking
Credits: 4
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Social Studies 91040. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

In this assessment activity, students conduct a social inquiry into online social networking. This involves identifying a focus of inquiry, collecting information (from both primary and secondary sources), explaining different points of view, and identifying social actions related to social networking.

Conditions

Students may work in groups to gather information from primary and secondary sources but all other components of the task must be completed individually.

Students will need 3–4 weeks of in- and out-of-class time to complete this activity. 

Resource requirements

Access to the Internet and to relevant primary sources of information.

Additional information

None.

Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Social Studies 91040: Conduct a social inquiry
Resource reference: Social Studies 1.2A v3
Resource title: Social Networking
Credits: 4

	Achievement 
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Conduct a social inquiry.
	Conduct an in-depth social inquiry.
	Conduct a comprehensive social inquiry.


Student instructions

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to conduct a social inquiry into online social networking. You will identify a focus for your inquiry, collect information (from both primary and secondary sources), explain different points of view, and identify social actions related to online social networking.

The thoroughness of your report and the depth with which you present contrasting points of view (related to the focus of your inquiry) will determine the overall grade.

You may work with others to gather information from primary and secondary sources but all other components of the task must be completed individually. 

You have <insert timeframe> weeks of in- and out-of-class time in which to complete this activity. 

Task 

Social-networking websites provide a virtual community that people use to “hang out” in or to increase their circle of friends. 

Members create an online “profile” with information, pictures, and anything else they choose to post. People communicate by posting their thoughts in status updates and by instant messaging and email. The sites let people find and invite other people into their personal network.

Conduct a social inquiry into online social networking following the steps outlined below. 

Inquiry focus and research 

Choose ONE of the following as a focus for your inquiry:

· How have cultures/societies adapted and changed as a result of social networking?

· What impact has online social networking had on cultures/societies?

Create TWO open-ended research questions relevant to your chosen focus and check their suitability with your teacher. 

Gather information that can be used to answer your research questions. Use a range of sources (at least three). As part of your research:

· outline the ethical approaches you will use when collecting and presenting your information

· design a survey or create interview questions and use them to gather primary information 

· gather information from at least one other primary source

· gather information from at least one secondary source.

Your research should reflect different viewpoints. You will also need to find information about social actions related to online social networking.

Record the details of each source in a reference list.

Write a report 

Process and present your information. You can choose how best to do this, for example, written paragraphs, tables, graphs, diagrams, and/or photographs. These will need to be analysed and form part of your conclusions. 

Write a report that explains your process and conclusions. Throughout your report, refer to information you have gathered and, where meaningful, to concepts that relate to your inquiry. Relevant concepts could include: society, change, perspectives, rights. 

Include supporting evidence such as names, dates, places, statistics, or quotations.

In your report:

· write a response to your research questions. Include a summary of your findings and any conclusions you have drawn
· identify, describe in detail, and contrast at least THREE points of view about social networking sites 

· describe in detail two social actions related to online networking. For example:

· identify beneficial social actions that have resulted from the use of social networking sites

· identify social actions that have been taken (or could be taken) to inform people about how to use social networking appropriately or safely.

Hand in your written report, along with a reference list showing the sources you have used.

Assessment schedule: Social Studies 91040 Social Networking

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has chosen a focus for their social inquiry and has developed at least two research questions from it. For example:

Focus: What have been the consequences of social networking on cultures/societies?

Research questions: How do people use social networking sites? What experiences have people had using social networking sites? How has the use of social networking sites impacted on people’s lives? How have the consequences of social networking sites been different in different cultures?

The student has gathered information from primary and secondary sources (for example, surveys, questionnaires, books, Internet research) using an acceptable ethical framework. The information relates to the focus of inquiry. Evidence of gathered information can include the student’s own summary of gathered information. For example:

I found that there are different ways in which people use social networking sites. Some people stay in touch with friends this way, while other people like to reconnect with old friends they had lost touch with.

The student provides information about at least two valid points of view that relate to the focus of inquiry. For example:

· Some people do not think that social networking sites have much benefit. They think that people waste too much time sitting in front of a computer and need to have more face-to-face interaction with people.

· Some people think that it is a good thing to be involved in social networking because they can easily keep in touch with people that they may not see very often.

The student provides information about at least two social actions that relate to the focus of inquiry. For example:

Promoting beneficial social actions:

· Organising protests against products

· Encouraging people to support causes such as animal rights.
Informing people about the inappropriate use of social networking sites:

· Schools try to educate students about the dangers of social networking

· Organisations give seminars to parents to let them know about how to encourage their children to be safe while using social networking sites.
A list of references to sources is provided.
	The student has chosen a focus for their in-depth social inquiry and has developed at least two research questions from it. For example:

Focus: What have been the consequences of social networking on cultures/societies?

Research questions: How do people use social networking sites? What experiences have people had using social networking sites? How has the use of social networking sites impacted on people’s lives? How have the consequences of social networking sites been different in different cultures?

The student has gathered detailed information from a range (at least three) of primary and secondary sources, using an acceptable ethical framework. The information relates to the focus of inquiry. For example:

There are a number of ways in which people use social networking sites. In our local community teenagers use online social networking sites to communicate with people who live close to them and often people living on the other side of the world. Some teenagers believe that they have a larger support network of friends than if they did not use social networking sites. There have also been reported instances in some communities where teenagers have been at risk while using social networking sites; an example is of harassing posts on Facebook walls. This is an example of cyber bullying. In some communities in other societies the use of social networking sites has resulted in the spread of propaganda. An example of this is the North Korean government who set up a Twitter account to keep people updated about the “positive” aspects of life in North Korea. 

The student provides detailed information (such as explanations and specific examples) about at least two valid points of view that relate to the focus of inquiry. For example:

· There are examples where people perceive that social networking has resulted in benefits for the wider community. A University of Canterbury student organised a large group of volunteer students to help out with cleaning up parts of Christchurch damaged or affected by the September 2010 earthquake. 

· Some people believe that there are too many issues with social networking that can lead to problems. For example, it is easy for people to set up fake profiles and then befriend people under false pretences.

The student provides detailed information (specific examples) about at least two social actions that relate to the focus of inquiry. For example:

Promoting beneficial social actions:

· In Iran social networking sites were a way to organise protests against the elections that were being held in 2010. People were able to organise protests using these sites because other media is strictly controlled there.

· There are groups set up on Facebook which allow people to lobby for change within their country. There is a SignOn NZ group that encourages people to join to lobby governments to sign up to the treaty on climate change.

Informing people about appropriate use of social networking sites:

· Netsafe is an organisation that has been set up to go around schools and educate students on how to use social networking sites appropriately. They have a website with information people can access and they provide details about how to increase your privacy settings and what to do if you are a victim of cyber-bullying.

· In my school’s Year 9 ICT programme there is a unit of work that encourages students to discuss how they use social networking sites and then gives them strategies about how to use the sites appropriately, for example, by making private information less accessible and by not becoming friends with people that they do not know.
A list of references to sources is provided.
	The student has chosen a focus for their comprehensive social inquiry and has developed at least two research questions from it. For example:

Focus: What have been the consequences of social networking on cultures/societies?

Research questions: How do people use social networking sites? What experiences have people had using social networking sites? How has the use of social networking sites impacted on people’s lives? How have the consequences of social networking sites been different in different cultures?

The student has gathered detailed information from a range (at least three) of primary and secondary sources, using an acceptable ethical framework. The information gathered relates to the focus of inquiry. This includes information relevant to contrasting points of view that strengthen the findings of the inquiry. For example:

There are a number of ways in which people use social networking sites. In our local community teenagers use online social networking sites to communicate with people who live close to them and often people living on the other side of the world. Some teenagers believe that they have a larger support network of friends than if they did not use social networking sites. There have also been reported instances in some communities where teenagers have been at risk while using social networking sites; an example is of harassing posts on Facebook walls. This is an example of cyber bullying. In some communities in other societies the use of social networking sites has resulted in the spread of propaganda. An example of this is the North Korean government who set up a Twitter account to keep people updated about the “positive” aspects of life in North Korea. 

The student provides detailed information (such as explanations and specific examples) about at least two valid and contrasting points of view that relate to the focus of inquiry. For example:

There are examples where people perceive that social networking has resulted in benefits for the wider community. A University of Canterbury student organised a large group of volunteer students to help clean up parts of Christchurch damaged or affected by the September 2010 earthquake. These students were able to help residents who were not able to clean up for themselves, for example, by clearing silt from elderly people’s driveways. Facebook allowed this group of students to be quickly organised and to help out where they were most needed.

Some people believe that there are too many issues with social networking that can lead to problems and that these sites should be banned. It is easy for people to set up fake profiles and then befriend people under false pretences, for example, the teenager in Australia in 2010 who was lured by a man who told her they were going to rescue injured animals and then he murdered her.

Some people believe that social networking should be strictly controlled and that it is too easy for people to see other people’s information. For example, unless teenagers activate the privacy settings on Facebook the default settings allow people to access private information such as birth dates and photos. People believe that strict privacy settings should be the default.

The student provides detailed information (specific examples) about at least two social actions that relate to the focus of inquiry. For example:

Promoting beneficial social actions:

· In Iran social networking sites were a way to organise protests against the elections that were being held in 2010. People were able to organise protests using these sites because other media is strictly controlled there.

· There are groups set up on Facebook which allow people to lobby for change within their country. There is a SignOn NZ group that encourages people to join to lobby governments to sign up to the treaty on climate change.

Informing people about appropriate use of social networking sites:

· Netsafe is an organisation that has been set up to go around schools and educate students on how to use social networking sites appropriately. They have a website with information people can access and they provide details about how to increase your privacy settings and what to do if you are a victim of cyber-bullying.

· In my school’s Year 9 ICT programme there is a unit of work that encourages students to discuss how they use social networking sites and then gives them strategies about how to use the sites appropriately, for example, by making private information less accessible and by not becoming friends with people that they do not know.
A list of references to sources is provided.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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